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Whatl ' doingtoday

AMaking sense afliverse materials documentary film (2011, recalling
1955.72); memoirs appearing in the form of a modernist poem (1941
recalling the 1890s) and celebrity autobiography (1956 recalling
1918); city planning texts (example from 1928, affecting the ninety
years since

ACity personality neglected by academic urban theorists but central to

literary views of cities, plus popular writing and marketing of cities
OFYR GFf1lY Weéez2dzQ@dS 0SSy G2 . SNI.
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1. Water texts,approachesnd city
personality

Objectivesandrationale

Thecontextsection



bizarrecoincidence.. https:// twitter.com/LondonRemembers/status/1044863716859301889

WeKS /AGé 2F {0 [2dzA&a KFa | FFSO
environment hgs ever done, | g:onsjder myself fortunate to have be,en
02N} KSNBZ NIYXuKSNJ uKIFIyYy Ay . 2auzy

--T.S. Eliot (1883965; NobePrizein Literature 1948)



https://twitter.com/LondonRemembers/status/1044863716859301889
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Below old Cathedrabf StLouis

I nd IVId UaISStOrlesand th at Of and 192mhigh GatewayArch

(Eero Saarinergompleted1965)

this city

ALiteraryurban studies more than the city novel

AAncient settlement site (Mound City, confluence
2F aAaaAaaAlllllA YR aAa

AhyS 2F 4ASOUSNI{t WNBIAZY
2012); reliant on the fur trade

ARoman Catholic city?

AFirst [everything] west of the Mississippi

A1949 Housing Act, public housing authorities and
construction of Pruitigoe

ACity boundaries and collapse of tax base




St. Louis (independent city) and St. Louis Couhtydedsincel877 (City
secede(. Todaythe City has 300,00@habitants the County 1 million, and the
StLouis Metropolitan Areaearly3 million @boutthe twentieth biggestMSA in

the USA)

MARYLAND
HEIGHTS

St Louis County
Municipalities

(100)
N WILDWOOD

(109

Legend

I: County Boundary

[: Municipalities s
Unincorporated

e Above central city oborder city?
Fih StLouis as thgunction of the USA.

State Highway

T e StLouismeetsthe North, Sou
West andMidwest
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1937 map indicating grades of housing:

first (green), second (blue), third, (yellow), fourth (pink) plus
business and industrial (grey hatched)

Cityviewedfrom the
river; Manhattanlike
position of
Downtown,
Midtown, Uptown
(aroundpark)but
sprawlpossibleas
not in Manhattan

1 2
MAP OF GREATER

ST LOUI

RESIDENTIAL SECURITY MAP
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A cityot violentdestruction and
its fatal craving modernity?

ST. L
N?ﬁf% ’

¥ Touch the screen to see photographs of the
. damage caused by the 3rd costliest and
25th deadliest tornado in U.S. history.
= g 7 i

Seealsa the 1904 2 NIF&r{and Olympic Games)
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Focus on the water

A Mark Twain to thegreatMississippflood; transport and
destruction

A Whatdid the riversreallymeanto StLouis 187419727 £
A9f ARANBIgYy T2RQ FT2NB2G0SYy F Fa
A Eads Bridge, opened 1874 Sss

A Cityof vice?brewing StaggeiLee and Scott Joplin

A Buring the last quarter of the nineteenth century many g =3 =
significant changes took pladeiver traffic declined i
because of the advent of the railroads; mechanical
transportation was introduced and improved forms of T A boue Scort Jonlin H
Istr(_ee Sturfaﬁmg were expt%rmll?nt%o{ ﬁ/VItg°t;he aglver was ot 1S
osing its influence upon the life of the Citiaroadwa _, : .
0S gl Iy 02 SOPSt 21LJ | a Kg [ ) YByschprepvery (Fieuss) N
it paralleled the river for twenty miles, was located upon
the higher level uplands, was generally of commodious =
width and possessed through street car serdd€e 0 OA (.
planner Harland Bartholomew, 1928)
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Methods materials

AFieldwork in St Louis (two visits, May 2017, one
night, and April 2018, one week)

AMissouri Historical Society
A Visits and online picture archive

ALiteraryresearch (DeepocationalCriticisn) into
memoirand planning texts: Narva symposium

AT.S. Eliot, Henry ArmstronigarlandBartholomew

ACitiness(_I\/Iq}y 2018 presentation) distinct sort
of urbanity”

AAnalysif film andvisualmaterialsusing
spatial,literary-urbantechniques

_ A Stockholm presentation on THeruitt-lgoe Myth o
BissellStreetwater tower,

College HillStLouis, April 2018 /%
(Jason FlnCh) - Abo Akademi

University
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The personality of a city

AThe placdirst approach of Deep Locational Criticism [
A bringing different materials together around one city or othe ST
Imaginative site
Aln its uniqueness as well as in its connections
A Johnson 2018 on Jonson 1598/1616

AMarketing assertions of personality of a city )
AFinch (201683 n0v 2y {0 DAfSa I yR

ASchoIarl?_/ denial agcepticism Can a city have a 5
personality? ,

A Academic research: urban studies versus literary urban studiesﬁﬁg.‘>
(Tambling 2016; FincAmeeland Salmela2017) :

A City personalities reach an audience in trade fiiction: Peter
Ackroydon London (2000), Rory MacLean on Berlin (20Kdegale o

on Rome (2017) : T
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2. Casestudytexts

documentaryfilm, memoirandautobiography
visionaryplanningproposal



Primarytext (1): adocumentaryfilm

ADocumentary versus the novel?

AA contrast, orLondon:The Secret Lives of Our |
Street Jos [Bullmar>  H 1 mH GiotlaiA Y« 4

9 ELJ dRdd Blrban Cultural Studies

(2015)
A NALEY _YA szl ' YR S&aol LS P ¥
YgKe R2 f ADS KSNBKQ |
SYOBANRYYSH50699 opnyYnn -

AWhat we infer about the speakers
A They survived, in some sense
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ABOUTTHE FILM  TRAILER CAST AND CREDITS ABOUTTHE FILMMAKER REVIEWS PLAY DATES PRESSROOM LINKS A FIRST RUN FEATURES RELEASE

ThePruittlgoeMyth (Chad | s

& DVD >>

Freidrichs2011)

A\r/]vww.youtu be.com/watch?v=xKgZM8y3
SO :;{/.:*‘b.:.\

A-I-heVIeW Of myth : »\ . CHAD FREIDRICHS ~\\
A Composite: architects, Federal government, - A\

residents, idea of public housing all blamed; | vVEel AN
sense of doom VISUALLY COMPELLING.”

- St. Louis Post-Dispatch

AArChIVGf é R (,) a I { | y. ﬁ 2 l:l \ P “SUPERB.AQuncomrr'xonlya.rtfuln
pictures:http:// mohistory.org/search) VAL o e

A st in academic fesearch (of a sort aligned S LTI Ry
Wlt an ;::, = Art Forum : e
A LISF 1T SNEQ KSIRAa 2y [ e

A Former residents (five of them) Lot ) Crugmuise} {osiiceies) {siieoooe ) { vepmiano B3
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In medias res: the buildings of Prdgbe,
residentsdestruction memory trauma

ABroaderproject locationalstudy of blackvhite Intersectionsin St
Louis via an examinatiaof city personality Mediating Criticisni?

Alndividual stories and city conceptions
AHenry Armstrongind family in Union Station and South of tinecks

(autobiography)
AT.S. Elioin Locust Street and later Westminstelace (memoir) ,
Al FNI YR . FTNIK2ft2YSéQa Grairzya F2N i

AThePruitt-lgoesite, then and now (nextslide the site in April
2018)

ADemolitionfootageandits fame (ThePruitt-lgoe Myth 05:35
05:57) o
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The speakers as individual:

ASylvesterBrown v
ARubyRussell -
AJdacquelyrwilliams

ABrianKing

AValerieLewis
RobertFishman(architecturescholar Bourgeois Utopigsl987)

JosephHeathcott (urbanhistorian andurbanist Capturing the City: Photographs from the
Streets of St. Loui§900-1930, ceauthored with Angela Dietz, 2016

JoycelLadner(employedin StLouis PublitiousingAuthority (STLPHA), 19679s)

Reporters spokespeopleresidents anathersin footagefrom 1950s 70s:they also /ée\
speak but more mediatedby the filmmaker? Abo Akademi

University



Residentsscholarsandofficials individual
tales In the narrativef documentaryfilm

AWnho is the author of their words?
ADirectorFreidrichsand others chop together sources

AFor example interview withrving Dagen STLPH:(1967): 19:30
20:00

Adoyce Ladnee y a0 dzRéAy3d IANI & YR (0KSA
31:4632:15

AValerie Lewin returning to the projects having become a police
officer (52:3953:37

ABrianKing y U0 KS GNJ dzyYl GKIFIG F2ff26SR

1:10:02)
X\
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Primarytexts (2 and 3): Henry Armstror{glovesGloryand
God(1956); T.S. EliotheDrySalvage$1941)

Born 1912 Columbus;

Louisagedfive; graduatedfrom VVashon

HighSchog] Iaterlivev

Born inStLoui‘s,&@S& antived

there until 1904;attended 1904

2 2 NiFﬁlrﬂﬁoreléavingfw
ol a;| Harvard (Holt 2011: 13).

Los Angelegreach eaqQ e .
—— I Afterwardslivedin Boston, Paris
1970s) and Londonreturnedt;?.@u&&
in 1930 and 1959 for sfort vis‘it? o
Eliot convertedto Anglicanisnofficiallyfrom Unitarianism1927,actuallyfrom antireligionstance, / x \

Armstrong ¢rdaineda Baptist minister in 1954fter givingup alcoho): spiritualautobiographymode Abo Akademi

University



William Greenleaf Eliot (18487) and

(French, Catholic) St Louis

AUnitarian ministers K 2eft Marvard divinity
school In prde[ to establish ghqt faith jn the
FTNRYUASNI gAt RSNy SaaQ

Left, the Old Cathedral
of St Louis, first
cathedral west of the
Mississippi (1831,
replacing a 1770
building; until 1845
the only church in the
town)

Author of The Story of
Archer Alexander from o

Slavery to Freedom /ée\
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The great Henry Armstrong

AWl NYaadNRPy3 g6l a 2yS 27
In three or more different divisions:; _
featherweight, lightweight, and welterweight.
He defended his welterweight title a total of
VAYSUSSY UGAYSaodQ

AThe Rin agazin_e named him Fighter of the
Year in 1937, while the Boxin rters
Association of America (BW. named him
Fighter of the Year in 1940. In 2007, The Ring
ranked Armstrong as the secoiggeatest
fighter of the last 80 years.[Boxing writer] Bert
Sugar also ranked Armstrong as the second
greatest fighter of all time. [TV network] ESPN
ranked Armstrong as.number 3 on their list of
UuKS pn Nl G6Sad 02ESNA

A Nickname: Homicide Hank

[,j
Above: Armstrong knocks out Al
Bummy 51 GAAS al RAa?z
Garden, New York City, June )
2-'F194|4é0)tRe);U7\ SPQ 0 2 A

I NYaaGNRPy3IQa OF NRASNJ
151 wins, 21 defeats and 9
draws, with 101 KOs Abo Akademi

University



Armstrong, frontGloves, Glory and G(IP56)

W £t 2dzi0 F2NJ { 0D [ 2dzA & H
So this was the end of the long ride.

With a lot of other people and all their bags and suitcases, they got off
the car and into the biggest hall Henry and his sister had ever seen. |t
was so much bigger than any barn or church or courthouse around
Columbus, that several barns could have been piled right into it without
crowding the halHdozen or more engines that stood in a row likefire
breathing horses at a kind of trough, snorting and spewing steam and

dripping water, while their tails of cars rested without a move behind
UKSYDQ

Gerald Early, ed. (1998: 71) frdmA Y@ & Placeanthology of African American Writing on St Louis.



Bwl]dmg WIH'L_Blocks

B Ouverﬁu,re Kmdermfen.

L'Ouverture
Kindergarten classroom
and students. 2612
PapinStreet. (also
called Colored School
No. 4).
Identifier:N33245

Missouri Historical
Society

http:// mohistory.org/collections/ite
m/resource:149966

Attended by Henry
Melody Jackson, later
Henry Armstrong, after
1918 (picturec. 1895)
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http://mohistory.org/collections/item/resource:149966

Home for the Jacksons was a big square brick houstapmStreet, in the heart of St. Louis' south
sider if St. Louis had a heart. Most of the time it didn't seem to, it was that tough.

The south side was famous for its bloodied noses and blackened eyes and cut lips and bruised
knuckles.

Henry, five, and Henrietta, eight, were both in school rdaussaint L'O[werture Grammar
School, named after the great Negro leader and liberator of Haiti.

[...]

ThePapinStreet kids had to fight their way to school through enemy lines and then fight their
way back again.

ThePapinStreet gang drew no racial or religious lines.

Anybody who lived there and could fight like a maand that included many @irlt couldand
would become recognized as one of the gang. So the gang was made up of Negro, Polish, Jewish,
and other kids.

[...]

Into the shouting, chasing, stalking, scrapping, surging liRapinStreet came Henry Jackson,
Junior. He was only five, and known to the neighborhood kids [...] as Red because his curly hair had
a sandy, reddish glint.

Red was still too little to be fair game for the old@apinStreet fighters, but he was plenty big
enough to get around and more than observing enough to catch big eyefuls of the most
memorable fights on the streets. There he spent most of the daytime away from school.

Image:abandonechouses on PapiStreet 1940s 011950s (http://mohistory.org/collections/item/resource:154789
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T.S. Elioppeningof* The Dry Sal

| do not know much about gods; but | think that the river And the evening circle in the winter gaslight.

Is a strong brown gadsullen, untamed and intractable,

Patient to some degree, at first recognised as a frontier; The river is within us, the sea is all about us;

Useful, untrustworthy, as a conveyor of commerce; The sea is the land's edge also, the granite

Then only a problem confronting the builder of bridges. Into which it reaches, the beaches where it tosses

The problem once solved, the brown god is almost forgotten Its hints of earlier and other creation:

By the dwellers in citiasever, however, implacable. The starfish, the horseshoe crab, the whale's backbone;
Keeping his seasons and rages, destroyer, reminder The pools where it offers to our curiosity

Of what men choose to forget. Unhonouradpropitiated The more delicate algae and the sea anemone.

By worshippers of the machine, but waiting, watching and waiting.
His rhythm was present in the nursery bedroom,

In the rank ailanthus of the April dooryard,
O

In the smell of grapes on the autumn table, ; ?

Abo Akademi
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Eliot, The Dr y-llSal vages'’

WX 6
[The river and the sea]
We¢KS asSlt Kla Ylyeée @2A0Sa Kk Ylye

We¢AYS UGKS RSAUNRESNI Aa UAYS 0UKS
Like the river with its cargo of dead negroes, cows and chicken coops,
The bitter apple and the bite in the apple.

l YR GKS N} I3ISR NRBO]l Ay (KS NB3.)f
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Planningmpacts HarlandBartholomew1889-1989
(highwayszoning demolitionin a cityof visions)

Above Washington D.C., 1959.
Bartholomewunveilsa plan for
freewaysthroughthey I 0 A 2 v

BT o ORI o
capital Above, from Bartholomew (1928 Plan for the Central River Front, /ée\
Saint Louis Missouist. Louis: City Plan Commissi@rimary text 4) Abo Akademi
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St Louls waterfront, 1920s
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The 1928 Plan for the Central River Front

AProposedmnassivedemolition of the riverside19th-century core of
the O A d@wvetawn, which had becomegrimyand unfashionableas
Wealthlerpeopleand prominentbuildingsmovedwestin stages

ALY GKAA&a RNIGgAY3I y2 LINAGEUS dzaS
contemplated. The Old Cathedral is moved diagonally across Walnut
Street to the southwest corner of Third U NES G ®Q 6 FNR VY (i

AResembles town planning associated with Stalin and Hitler, not post
war Modern Movement

O
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Bartholomew, Harland. 194Comprehensive City
Plan: Saint Louis, Missaust. Louis: City Plan

Commission.

AW bdther event in the last one hundred years has had as Iarge an
impact on St. Louisgood orbad & G KS Nt SIFasS 27
1947 plan. In its pages, the plan foreshadowed how the city would
unfold for the next half centuryl he plan would drive freeway
placement, housing policy, urban renewal projects, and virtually
every land use issue in St. Louis far longer than its expected life span
of twenty-five yearspQ dal NJ ! 00200 HAATO

O
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3.Conclusionn Ti me present,
and] ti me future’

Abo Akademi
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Comparativeanalysif film, memoirs plans

A Closereading oftext
A Explorationof the conditionsof production

A Explorationof moments and periodsvithin
the eradescribed

A Paradoxdystopiansymbols /quotidianlife /
suchextremestoriesdystopiaseemgustified

A 1969 rent strike andondemnationof the buildings
(59:081:04:55)

A Eliot on theflood

Above signbasedon the 1950 Census. By 1970 A. I NI K 2 fagpwtie fbriéstruction o
the independentO A {(p@vQationwould be /%\
620,000todayA (h&lfdf that.
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After Ferguson (2014) and Black Livegter

Left: extraordinary ethnic segregation even for
US cities.

A blue dot indicates 25 black people; a red dot
25 white. Orange for Hispanic and green for
Asian (neither very apparent here).

The secalledDelmar divide along Delmar

. 2dzZf SOFNR aSLI N GAy3a GKS
Central West End from the North Side, remains

a remarkable cultural, ethnic and architectural

barrier. o
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Provisional conclusion: shallowness of US
urbanity? National history and architectural

AAnalysis of St Louis fictions: Jonathan
Frantzen The Twentyseventh Cityl988);
William S. Burroughs?

AAre they few? Underepresentation 4 W T wngon \
LINEOESY o0t STUY WeKS M e TS 2y
from the Stanford Literary Lab: slide of | ]

02NRPdzZAKaQ NBLINBASYI

ADeepLocatlonaICrltlmsm multiple P
sources multiple methods single
Imaginativeplace/ personality

AProblemof coherence problemof /%
knowingthis city (A (n@ énine)

TTTTT



ever, however implacable
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Thankdor listenind

Aifinch@abo.fi

Ahttps:// www.flickr.com/photos/jasonfinch1970/albums
[72157674185076208

Ahttp://blogs2.abo.fi/urbanlit/

AAssociation fot.iteraryUrban Studies (ALYS
https://blogs.helsinki.fi/hlen/


mailto:jfinch@abo.fi
https://www.flickr.com/photos/jasonfinch1970/albums/72157674185076208

